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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 14 May 
2007 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 9, 10, 27-29, 36, 37, and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Watson (U.S. Patent 3,847,718) in view of Kuramoto et al (U.S. 
Patent Publication 2003/0063963 A1). 

4. Regarding claim 9, Watson discloses a bookbinding system, comprising: two or 
more sheets bound into a text body 15 having an exposed spine bounded by two 
exposed side hinge areas (not labeled, see figure 3); an adhesive dispenser (in the form 
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of a roll, not shown, see column 2, lines 63-67) configured to apply a solid pressure 
sensitive adhesive film 40 between a cover 32 (see column 3, lines 5-13, substrate 12 
may be made of a width sufficient to form cover 32) and the side hinge areas of the text 
body 15; and a cover binder (not shown, see column 4, lines 38-46 and column 5, line 
65 to column 6, line 2) configured to bind the cover to the side hinge areas of the text 
body by applying pressure to the cover. 

Watson does not disclose a sheet binder configured to bind with an adhesive two 
or more sheets into an adhesively bound text body. Kuramoto et al. teaches the use of 
a sheet binder 72 configured to bind with an adhesive 78 two or more sheets 54 into an 
adhesively bound text body 24 for the purpose of creating a text body in which the 
bonds between the text body sheets are greater than the bonds that would have been 
formed had the sheets been merely registered and aligned at the spine edge. 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have combined the system of Watson with the sheet binder 
of Kuramoto et al. in order to have a bound book in which the sheets are more strongly 
bound together. 

5. Regarding claim 10, Watson discloses wherein the adhesive dispenser is 
configured to apply a solid pressure sensitive adhesive film 40 to the cover in a series of 
spaced-apart strips (see figure 7). 
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6. Regarding claim 27, Watson discloses wherein the cover binder contacts the side 
hinge areas to the applied solid pressure sensitive adhesive film 40. 

7. Regarding claim 28, Watson discloses wherein the adhesive dispenser 
dispenses the solid pressure sensitive adhesive 40 from a roll of solid sheet adhesive 
(the solid sheet adhesive that forms adhesive 40 is only a portion of the content of the 
roll). 

8. Regarding claim 29, Watson discloses wherein the adhesive dispenser 
dispenses from the roll a solid sheet adhesive that comprises a pressure sensitive 
adhesive 40 composition dispersed on a carrier ribbon 18/19. 

9. Regarding claim 36, Watson discloses further comprising a roll of the solid sheet 
adhesive loaded in the adhesive dispenser (the roll disclosed in claim 9 above is the 
adhesive dispenser). 

10. Regarding claim 37, Watson discloses wherein the cover binder positions the 
cover over the exposed side hinge areas and the exposed spine of the text body 15 and 
applies pressure to the positioned cover 32 to activate the pressure sensitive adhesive 
film 40 (see column 5, line 65 to column 6, line 2). 

1 1 . Regarding claim 39, Watson discloses wherein the adhesive dispenser applies 
the spaced-apart strips of the solid pressure sensitive adhesive film 40 respectively over 
areas of the cover corresponding to the spine and the side hinge areas of the text body 
(see figure 7). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

12. Claims 11-13, 21-26, 30, and 38 are allowed. Claims 11, 21, 22, 25, 30, and 38 
are independent claims. 

13. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The closest prior art of record is U.S. Patent 3,847,718 to Watson, which was 
applied to the claims in the office action mailed 15 March 2007. Suffice it to say, the 
patent to Watson does not disclose "wherein the adhesive dispenser comprises a plug- 
in cartridge housing" as claimed in independent claim 11, or "wherein the adhesive 
dispenser applies the solid pressure sensitive* adhesive film to the cover before the 
cover binder contacts the applied solid pressure sensitive adhesive to the side hinge 
areas of the text body" as claimed in independent claim 21 , or "wherein the adhesive 
dispenser additionally applies the solid pressure sensitive adhesive film between the 
cover and the exposed spine of the text body" as claimed in independent claim 22, or 
"wherein the adhesive dispenser applies between the cover and the side hinge areas a 
solid pressure sensitive adhesive film that comprises a pressure sensitive adhesive 
composition laminated to a hot melt adhesive film" as claimed in independent claim 25, 
or "wherein the adhesive dispenser applies the solid pressure sensitive adhesive film 
by releasing a film of the pressure sensitive adhesive composition from the carrier 
ribbon and reeling-in spent carrier ribbon" as claimed in independent claim 30, or 
"wherein the cover binder positions the cover over the exposed side hinge areas and 
the exposed spine of the text body and applies pressure to the positioned cover to 
activate the pressure sensitive adhesive film without applying heat" as claimed in 
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independent claim 38, and as such does not anticipate the instant invention as 
disclosed in independent claims 1 1 , 21 , 22, 25, 30, and 38. 

Furthermore, there is no combinable teaching in the prior art of record that would 
reasonably motivate one having ordinary skill in the art to so modify the teachings of 
Watson, and thus, for at least the foregoing reasoning, the prior art of record does not 
render obvious the present invention as set forth in independent claims 1 1 , 21 , 22, 25, 
30, and 38. 

Response to Arguments 

14. Applicants arguments filed 1 1 April 2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

15. Applicant's argument that "Watson does not disclose an adhesive dispenser" is 
not persuasive because there is no requirement in the claim that the adhesive dispenser 
(the roll of adhesive) apply the adhesive film without assistance from an additional 
mechanism (whether it be automatic or manual), only that the adhesive dispenser be 
"configured to apply a solid pressure sensitive adhesive film". For example, a paper 
towel roll is configured to dispense paper towels, but it doesn't necessarily dispense 
them automatically unless it is configured to do so. As the claim states that the 
bookbinding system comprises a sheet binder, an adhesive dispenser, and a cover 
binder, there is nothing in the claim that prevents additional mechanisms from being 
present in the bookbinding system. 



Application/Control Number: 10/820,649 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3722 

16. Applicant's argument that "Watson does not disclose a cover binder" is not 
persuasive because the cited portion of Watson (column 4, lines 38-46) distinctly states 
that "heat and pressure may then be applied, either simultaneously or in stages, to the 
bottom and sides of the substrate". Therefore Watson does disclose a cover binder that 
applies pressure to the cover. 

17. Applicant's other arguments with respect to claim 9 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

18. For the reasons as set forth above, the rejections are maintained. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric A. Gates whose telephone number is 571-272- 
5498. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 7:45-6:15. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Monica Carter can be reached on 571-272-4475. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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